
A Sobering Look at Section 50 

 

Although the restored Church of Christ was legally organized in April of 1830, the actual 

Church of Christ had emerged with priesthood power to baptize and confirm earlier than that. 

Baptisms within the restored Church of Christ had actually begun as early as May and June of 

1829. By October of 1830 over 70 people had been baptized. Nevertheless, a revelation was 

given in October of 1830 informing the small group of saints that- 

 "..my vineyard has become corrupted every whit; and there is none which 

doeth good save it be a few; and they err in  many instances because of 

priestcrafts, all having corrupt minds.." (D&C 33:4) 

Why were the few that were responding to the restored gospel still erring and laboring with 

corrupt minds? 

In the above passage, it appears that the Lord was essentially paraphrasing a prophecy about 

the gentile church from the Book of Mormon, notice the common snippet "save it be a few" 

along with the same general context having to do with the problem of priesthcraft/precepts of 

men: 

"..they have all gone astray save it be a few, who are the humble followers of 

Christ; nevertheless, they are led, that in many instances they do err because 

they are taught by the precepts of men.." 

In section 33, the Lord was acknowledging that the whole world, including all of the Christian 

churches of the reformation had gone astray. Even more shocking is that even the small body 

of believers who had been baptized in the true restored Church of Christ, were in a state of 

error, still having corrupt minds and exercising priestcraft. 

This should be a very sobering realization to those of us living 184 years later, who have 

inherited the false traditions and apostasy of the restoration Saints, because there was 

undoubtedly as much or more priesthood authority in the church in October of 1830 than 

there is in the corporate church right now. Yet that priesthood, and the baptisms that were 

taking place, had not purified the saints and healed their corrupt minds.  



One month later, in December of 1830, the Lord spoke about the great work that would go 

forth in the future among the Gentiles- 

 

"And it shall come to pass that there shall be a great work in the land, even 
among the Gentiles, for their folly and their abominations shall be made 
manifest in the eyes of all people. 
 
For I am God, and mine arm is not shortened; and I will show miracles, signs, 
and wonders, unto all those who believe on my name. 
 
And whoso shall ask it in my name in faith, they shall cast out devils; they shall 
heal the sick; they shall cause the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to 
hear, and the dumb to speak, and the lame to walk. 
 
And the time speedily cometh that great things are to be shown forth unto the 
children of men; 
 
But without faith shall not anything be shown forth except desolations upon 
Babylon, the same which has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of 
her fornication." 

 
That remarkable prophecy was informing the new little church that the great work had not yet 
begun. A foundation was being laid, but the actual Marvelous Work and a Wonder, spoken of 
by Isaiah and Book of Mormon prophets had not yet begun. It would begin at a future time. 
 
The revelation informs us that when the Marvelous Work begins, God's servants will have the 
fulness of Priesthood Power and will be working miracles. Signs and wonders will follow those 
that believe on the name of Christ when the great work begins. Although there were signs, 
wonders and miracles had begun to take place, the restoration saints at the time of Joseph 
Smith never experienced the fullness of signs, wonders and miracles that have been described. 
Furthermore, as we shall see as we work our way into section 50, some of the manifestations 
experienced were coming from false spirits. 
 
Following that prophecy, the Lord once again reminds that Saints that none of the baptized 
members of the restored Church of Christ "doeth good" except those that "are ready to 
receive the fulness of the Gospel"- 



 
"And there are none that doeth good except those who are ready to receive the 
fulness of my gospel, which I have sent forth unto this generation.." (D&C 35:7-
12) 

 

What?  

Hadn't the baptized Saints already received the fulness of the Gospel? 

No! 

Although the apostolic priesthood had been restored along with the power to baptize and 

confirm, the fulness of the gospel had not yet been personally experienced by the 

membership of the restored church. 

Interestingly, even though the fulness of the Gospel had gone forth among the children of men 

in written form, in the Book of Mormon, which explains what the fulness of the gospel is, 

nevertheless, it appears from the scriptural narrative given, that as of October 1830, nobody in 

the church had yet personally received the actual endowment that is referred to as the 

"fulness of the gospel". (also referred to in section 124, as the "fulness of the priesthood").  

This special priesthood endowment that was being referred to as the "fulness of the gospel", is 

apparently referred to again in another revelation, a month later in January of 1831. The Lord 

would promise the faithful elders that they would be  endowed with power from on high, 

which appears to be another descriptive for the actual reception of the "fulness of the Gospel" 

when the associated ordination leads to the "baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost". 

In section 38 the Lord would inform the Saints that even though He was in their midst, they 
could not yet see him because they were still under a veil of darkness, but the promise was 
made that they would one day see him- 
 

"I am in your midst and ye cannot see me; But the day soon cometh that ye shall 
see me, and know that I am; for the veil of darkness shall soon be rent, and he 
that is not purified shall not abide the day." 

 
This was an amazing promise.  
 



The Lord was promising the saints of the restored church that at the appointed time in the 
future, the whole church would see him. But He warned that those who were not purified, 
would not abide that day. 
 
Again, the Lord reminded the entire church attending the conference that 
 

" ye are clean, but not all; and there is none else with whom I am well pleased" 
 
There was no other group of people outside of the restored church with whom the Lord was 
well pleased. 
 
However, even the Saints were not completely clean yet. 
 
Now, the above passage could be interpreted that the Lord was saying that some of the Saints 
were clean, but others were not. However, the more probable interpretation is that even 
though the saints were partially clean, even they were still not entirely clean. Even the more 
righteous among the saints of the restored church were not completely clean. We know this is 
the more probable interpretation for two reasons. 
 
One reason is that the Lord would eventually used the exact same phrase referring to William 
McLellin in Section 66: 
 

"Verily I say unto you, my servant William, that you are clean, but not all; 
repent, therefore, of those things which are not pleasing in my sight, saith the 
Lord, for the Lord will show them unto you." 
 

As you can see, William McLellin was clean, but not all. 
 
The other reason we know that nobody in the newly restored church was totally clean is 
because in the next verse the Lord makes the following declaration: 
 

"For all flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon 
the earth, among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of 
heaven— 
 



Which causeth silence to reign, and all eternity is pained, and the angels are 
waiting the great command to reap down the earth, to gather the tares that 
they may be burned; and, behold, the enemy is combined." 

 
This ominous declaration was being made after at least 70 people had been baptized for the 
remission of their sins and received the ordinance that invites them to receive the Holy Ghost. 
 
The above passage was given just six months before the Melchizedek Priesthood would be 
restored at the Morley Farm in June of 1831. We therefore know that the saints were still in a 
semi darkened state, even after receiving the Aaronic priesthood from John the Baptist and 
the apostalic priesthood from Peter James and John.  
 
Despite receiving the two priesthoods from angels and the ordinance of baptism and the 
laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost, the saints were still not totally clean and were 
still blocked from seeing God by the veil of unbelief. They still needed a higher endowment of 
power, even the fulness of the Gospel.  
 
History informs us that when the higher endowment of Melchizedek priesthood was given at 
the Morley Farm, the veil of darkness and unbelief was briefly removed for some of the Elders 
that were called to be High Priests, and they saw the Father and the Son. The others that were 
ordained to the fulness, were promised that with this higher ordination, they would also 
eventually see God if they would build upon the "rock" and humble themselves, stripping 
themselves of jealousy and fear.  (see D&C 50:44-45 & 67:10) 
 
Following that amazing event at the special conference at the Morley Farm in June of 1831, 
those who were ordained to be High Priests would struggle to magnify the Melchizedek 
priesthood endowment for about 3 1/2 years. At the end of the 3 1/2 year period, the Saints 
would fail in their attempt at keeping the fulness of Gospel law, including the  law of 
consecration. Within a matter of days after that failure, the name of Christ would be taken out 
of the name of the Church of Christ and the new name would be the "Church of the Latter day 
Saints". Shortly after that, the Lord would once again declare that "All flesh has become 
corrupt.." ( See D&C 112:23) 
 
But I am getting ahead of the storyline and chronology that I want to address in this post. 
 
 Let's go back to January of 1831.  



Despite that fact that the priesthood offices, including that of Elder and Apostle, had been 
restored, with the authority to baptize and confirm the Holy Ghost, the entire church, which 
probably numbered somewhere around 100 members, was still in a state of relative darkness. 
The Baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost was not manifesting itself in its fulness, even though 
converts were enjoying a greater degree of enlightenment and spiritual manifestations. 
 
The Lord had told them that ALL flesh, which included the Saints of the restored church, was 
corrupt and that the Saints were not totally clean. They needed to prepare themselves to 
accept the fulness of the Gospel which had still not been manifested in the church. 
 
In this same revelation given in January of 1831, the Lord informs the Saints that the enemy is 
combined and preparing to bring to pass their destruction. 
 

"And now I show unto you a mystery, a thing which is had in secret chambers, 
to bring to pass even your destruction in process of time, and ye knew it not.. 
And again, I say unto you that the enemy in the secret chambers seeketh your 
lives.." 
 
 "But now I tell it unto you, and ye are blessed, not because of your iniquity, 
neither your hearts of unbelief; for verily some of you are guilty before me, but I 
will be merciful unto your weakness. Therefore, be ye strong from henceforth; 
fear not, for the kingdom is yours." 

 
After informing the Saints that the enemy was conspiring their destruction. The Lord then 
provides the remedy that would protect them from the dastardly plan of destruction of the 
adversary. It was to be for their salvation. It would include the law of consecration to take care 
of the poor and it would include the fulfilling of the Abrahamic land covenant, which would 
enable Zion to be established as a refuge from the enemy- 
 

"And for your salvation I give unto you a commandment, for I have heard your 
prayers, and the poor have complained before me, and the rich have I made, 
and all flesh is mine, and I am no respecter of persons. 
 
And I have made the earth rich, and behold it is my footstool, wherefore, again I 
will stand upon it. 
 



And I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a land of 
promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse 
when the Lord cometh; 
 
And I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all 
your hearts. 
 
And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your 
inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth 
shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away." 

 
As you can see, the apostolic priesthood and the saving ordinance of baptism was not the total 
solution to protecting the Saints against the conspiring enemy. More needed to be done. The 
Lord was providing a blueprint that would accompany the endowment of power that would 
enable the Saints to avoid the destruction planned by the enemy in the secret chambers. ( we 
have discussed in other posts how the ultimate fulfillment of this plan failed in the 2nd watch 
and would need to take place in the 3rd watch... but lets follow the chronology of events 
through to see what we can learn) 
 
At this point, we might ask, "where were the Saints supposed to obtain the endowment of 
power that is referred to as the "fulness of the Gospel"? 
 
The answer would come a few verses later- 
 

"Wherefore, for this cause I gave unto you the commandment that ye should go 
to the Ohio; and there I will give unto you my law; and there you shall be 
endowed with power from on high; 
 
And from thence, whosoever I will shall go forth among all nations, and it shall 
be told them what they shall do; for I have a great work laid up in store, for 
Israel shall be saved, and I will lead them whithersoever I will, and no power 
shall stay my hand." 

 
The "law of the Gospel" (Section 42) and the endowment of priesthood power from on high 
(The restoration of the Melchizedek Priesthood at the Morley Farm in June of 1831) were to 
be given in Ohio! That is why the Lord had commanded the Saints back in December of 1830, 
(Section 37) to move to Ohio. 



 
But when would the Saints be called to assemble together at a special conference in Ohio so 
that they could be endowed with the fulness of the Gospel from on high?  
 
When would they be endowed with this power that would prevent the enemy from destroying 
their efforts.? 
 
When would this endowment take place that would enable the saints to successfully 
administer relief to the poor and needy and establish Zion? 
 
The answer to that would come one month later in February of 1831 
 

"BEHOLD, thus saith the Lord unto you my servants, it is expedient in me that 
the elders of my church should be called together, from the east and from the 
west, and from the north and from the south, by letter or some other way. 
 
And it shall come to pass, that inasmuch as they are faithful, and exercise faith 
in me, I will pour out my Spirit upon them in the day that they assemble 
themselves together. 
 
And it shall come to pass that they shall go forth into the regions round about, 
and preach repentance unto the people. 
 
And many shall be converted, insomuch that ye shall obtain power to organize 
yourselves according to the laws of man; 
 
That your enemies may not have power over you; that you may be preserved in 
all things; that you may be enabled to keep my laws; that every bond may be 
broken wherewith the enemy seeketh to destroy my people. 
 
Behold, I say unto you, that ye must visit the poor and the needy and administer 
to their relief, that they may be kept until all things may be done according to 
my law which ye have received.  Amen." (Section 44) 

 
The Elders of the restored church were being summoned to a special conference to be held at 

the Morley Farm in June of 1831. At that special conference, the endowment of power from 



on high would be administered and some of the newly ordained High Priests would rend the 

veil of unbelief and would see the Father and the Son.  

Some High Priests would have the heavens parted at the special conference, and some would 

experience it shortly thereafter while attending the school of the prophets. 

Although there were isolated instances of High Priests parting the veil and seeing God, and 

experiencing a degree of power, ultimately, the greater light of the fulness of the Gospel 

would flee back into the wilderness and the Saints would be delivered over to Satan for a short 

season1, until the appointed time in the 3rd watch, when the servants would return and the 

Marvelous work is to begin. 

But again, I am getting ahead of the main point I want to make. 

(This post assumes that the readers are very familiar with the pentecostal outpouring that 

took place at that conference. Those who have not read the series on the special conference 

at the Morley Farm can find it at the links below- 

Searching for the Holy Order and 23 High Priests Part 1 

Searching for the Holy Order and 23 High Priests Part 2 

Just before the special conference at the Morley Farm was to take place, the Lord gave 
another revelation that had some very sobering declarations in it. It was given in May of 1831,  
one month before the Elders met together at the Morley Farm to receive the fullness of  the 
Gospel. It is now known as section 50 

In this revelation, the Lord informs the church that false spirits had gone forth in the earth, 
deceiving the world and that Satan had sought to deceive and overthrow the Saints- 

 
"HEARKEN, O ye elders of my church, and give ear to the voice of the living God; 
and attend to the words of wisdom which shall be given unto you, according as 

                                                           
1
 In the Book of Commandments chapter four, the Lord had warned that he would deliver the Saints over to Satan if they hardened 

their hearts. 

http://onewhoiswatching.wordpress.com/2008/11/29/11-they-are-two-prophets-raised-up-at-the-time-of-the-restoration/
http://onewhoiswatching.wordpress.com/2008/11/29/10-power-to-lay-the-foundation-of-this-church-and-to-bring-it-forth-out-of-obscurity-and-out-of-darkness/


ye have asked and are agreed as touching the church, and the spirits which have 
gone abroad in the earth. 
 
Behold, verily I say unto you, that there are many spirits which are false spirits, 
which have gone forth in the earth, deceiving the world. 
 
And also Satan hath sought to deceive you, that he might overthrow you." 

Sadly the next bit of bad news contained in the revelation  is that the restored church that had 
been given the keys of the priesthood from Peter James and John, with the power to 
administer the saving ordinances of the gospel, was currently practicing "abominations".  

Furthermore, the church had been infiltrated by "deceivers and hypocrites" who had 
"deceived some" and "given the adversary power". 

 
"Behold, I, the Lord, have looked upon you, and have seen abominations in the 
church that profess my name. 
 
 But blessed are they who are faithful and endure, whether in life or in death, 
for they shall inherit eternal life. 
 
But wo unto them that are deceivers and hypocrites, for, thus saith the Lord, I 
will bring them to judgment. 
 
Behold, verily I say unto you, there are hypocrites among you, who have 
deceived some, which has given the adversary power; but behold such shall be 
reclaimed; 
 
But the hypocrites shall be detected and shall be cut off, either in life or in 
death, even as I will; and wo unto them who are cut off from my church, for the 
same are overcome of the world." 

One has to wonder why the lesser patriarchal priesthood "keys" that had been received by 
angels (John the Baptist and Peter, James, and John) and the ordinance of baptism and 



confirmation, were not sufficient to prevent deception and abominations from entering the 
church.  

Why was this priesthood that had been restored by angels, not sufficient to protect the saints 
from the deception and from deceivers and hypocrites?  

 The Lord then asks the elders of the church a question regarding the priesthood ordinations 
that had been performed by angels and men- 

 
"unto what were ye ordained? 
 
To preach my gospel by the Spirit, even the Comforter which was sent forth to 
teach the truth. 
 
And then received ye spirits which ye could not understand, and received them 
to be of God; and in this are ye justified?" 

 
 
The Lord was pointing out that the Elders of the restored Church had not been preaching the 
gospel under the influence of the Holy Spirit. As a result,  the Elders received false spirits and 
assumed that  they were of God! 
 
In the next verse, the Lord asks a second question that is nuanced. Notice how the ordination 
being spoken of, is not the existing priesthood ordination that had been restored by angels, 
rather, it is referring to the ordinations that would be taking place in the following month. 
Notice the distinction that the new ordination would be ordained directly by the voice of God-   
 

"Verily I say unto you, he that is  ORDAINED OF ME and sent forth to preach the 
word of truth by the Comforter, in the Spirit of truth, doth he preach it by the 
Spirit of truth or some other way? 
 
And if it be by some other way it is not of God. 
 
And again, he that receiveth the word of truth, doth he receive it by the Spirit of 
truth or some other way? 



 
If it be some other way it is not of God. 
 
Therefore, why is it that ye cannot understand and know, that he that receiveth 
the word by the Spirit of truth receiveth it as it is preached by the Spirit of 
truth? 
 
Wherefore, he that preacheth and he that receiveth, understand one another, 
and both are edified and rejoice together. 
 
And that which doth not edify is not of God, and is darkness. 
That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, 
receiveth more light; and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the 
perfect day. 
 
And again, verily I say unto you, and I say it that you may know the truth, that 
you may chase darkness from among you.." 

 
The Lord was informing the Elders that the higher ordination that was to be given one month 
later would also require the High Priests to preach by the spirit. He was warning the Elders 
that they should not make the same mistake when they receive the greater priesthood and are 
sent out to preach again. 
 
Within less than 30 days of this revelation, 23 men would be called and ordained to be High 
Priests by the voice of God out of heaven2 and sent forth to preach the fulness of the gospel on 
their way to Jackson County. You can read about their calling to preach in section 52.  
 
The Lord continues, again, making the distinction that some of the elders were about to be 
ordained by God himself and then sent forth to preach. He then provides greater clarity as to 
how this upcoming endowment of priesthood power appoints the candidate to be the 
"greatest" yet the "least and the servant of all". 
 
He further reveals that the fulness of the Gospel that is about to be endowed with power from 
on high, makes the candidate a "possessor of all things" if he is valiant and faithful unto being 
purified and cleansed from all sin. Remember, those previously holding the lesser priesthoods 
bestowed by angels and men, were "clean, but not all". (Section 66 informs us that even 
                                                           
2
 JST Gen 14:29 



someone like William MaClellin, who was ordained by God to be a High Priest, (fullness of the 
Gospel) is still "clean but not all" until he proves himself faithful and receives the baptism of 
fire and the Holy Ghost)-  
 
Continuing on in section 50- 
 

"He that is ORDAINED OF GOD AND SENT FORTH, the same is appointed to be 
the greatest, notwithstanding he is the least and the servant of all. 
 
Wherefore, he is possessor of all things; for all things are subject unto him, both 
in heaven and on the earth, the life and the light, the Spirit and the power, sent 
forth by the will of the Father through Jesus Christ, his Son. 
 
But no man is possessor of all things except he be purified and cleansed from all 
sin. 
 
And if ye are purified and cleansed from all sin, ye shall ask whatsoever you will 
in the name of Jesus and it shall be done. 
 
But know this, it shall be given you what you shall ask; and as ye are appointed 
to the head, the spirits shall be subject unto you." 

 
 
Those passages again differentiate the patriarchal priesthood keys and offices that had been 
ordained by angels and mortal men, from the highest priesthood of Melchizedek, that must be 
ordained by the voice of God out of heaven. 
 
The Lord was teaching them that there is a higher priesthood than the apostolic priesthood 
that had been restored by angels! The higher Melchizedek endowment would make them a 
possessor of all things if they were faithful to the ordination. 
 



 
 

Click on Graphic to Enlarge 
 
Next the Lord prophesies about the time  of the Marvelous Work, when the servants would 
return to complete their assignments. At that future time, they will finally be able to discern 
the spirits that are not of God because they will have become sanctified before God and 
spiritually born again- 
 

"Wherefore, it shall come to pass, that if you behold a spirit manifested that 
you cannot understand, and you receive not that spirit, ye shall ask of the 
Father in the name of Jesus; and if he give not unto you that spirit, then you 
may know that it is not of God. 
 



And it shall be given unto you, power over that spirit; and you shall proclaim 
against that spirit with a loud voice that it is not of God— 
 
Not with railing accusation, that ye be not overcome, neither with boasting nor 
rejoicing, lest you be seized therewith. 
 
He that receiveth of God, let him account it of God; and let him rejoice that he is 
accounted of God worthy to receive. 
 
And by giving heed and doing these things which ye have received, and which ye 
shall hereafter receive—and the kingdom is given you of the Father, and power 
to overcome all things which are not ordained of him—" 

 
Next the Lord temporarily forgives the elders listening to the revelation, of their sins. Yes, 
these elders and apostles holding the patriarchal priesthood keys were still under the bondage 
of sin despite the fact that they have been baptized and received the laying on of hands for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost. They were all still awaiting for the baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost 
because none of them had received it in its fulness yet. 
 

"And behold, verily I say unto you, blessed are you who are now hearing these 
words of mine from the mouth of my servant, for your sins are forgiven you." 

 
Next, the Lord identifies and addresses the following four of the Elders in preparation for the 
special conference. It is not a coincident that all four of them would be among the 23 men 
who would be called by the voice of God to receive the Melchizedek Priesthood endowment , 
even the fulness of the gospel, at the upcoming conference at the Morley Farm. 
 

 Joseph Wakefield 

 Parley P. Pratt 

 John Corrill 

 Edward Partridge 
 

"Let my servant Joseph Wakefield, in whom I am well pleased, and my servant 
Parley P. Pratt go forth among the churches and strengthen them by the word of 
exhortation; 
 



And also my servant John Corrill, or as many of my servants as are ordained 
unto this office, and let them labor in the vineyard; and let no man hinder them 
doing that which I have appointed unto them— 
 
Wherefore, in this thing my servant Edward Partridge is not justified; 
nevertheless let him repent and he shall be forgiven. 
 
Behold, ye are little children and ye cannot bear all things now; ye must grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of the truth. 
 
Fear not, little children, for you are mine, and I have overcome the world, and 
you are of them that my Father hath given me; 
 
And none of them that my Father hath given me shall be lost." 

 
As you can see, the Lord tells these four Elders that they cannot bear "all things" now. He 
appears to be referencing the promise that those that attain the fulness of the 
priesthood/gospel will become a "possessor of all things". 
 
 In other words, the Lord is getting ready to ordain these men to the higher Melchizedek 
priesthood, but he knows that they will not be able to receive the fulness of that priesthood 
endowment yet... they will temporarily stumble and reject the fulness.... but their ordinations 
will be magnified at a later time in the 3rd watch. He comforts them in letting them know that 
they are among those that will not be lost (despite their temporary failure in the 2nd watch). 
 
There would be one more revelation prior to the special conference at the Morley Farm. In it, 
the Lord would Edward Partridge direction on how to orgainize the Saints for living the law of 
consecration. Clearly, the Melchizedek ordination of High Priest was necessary in keeping the 
law of Zion. The following warning was given: 
 

"..it must needs be that they be organized according to my laws; if otherwise, 
they will be cut off." (Section 51) 

 
Modern day Mormonism simply cannot accept the literal reality of the promised consequence 
given in the above passage. The saints failed in their attempted organization which was 
mandated according to God's law. They were therefore temporarily "cut off" until the higher 



priesthood endowment is returned to the earth, enabling the church to successfuly obey the 
commandment to organize and consecrate so that the poor and needy can be taken care of. 
 
What is the overall point I am trying to make in this post? 
 
My point is that just prior to the bestowal of the Melchizidek priesthood (fulness of the gospel) 
at the Morley Farm in June of 1831, all of the elders of the church who held the keys of the 
priesthood that had been restored by Peter, James and John, had been deceived by false 
spirits and were practicing abominations and priestcraft. 
 
If those elders and apostles were being deceived by false spirits, and practicing priestcraft and 
abominations, imagine how vulnerable a group of people would be if they were to follow 
someone who claims that priesthood power and authority is not even necessary in 
administering the ordinances of salvation and redeeming Zion? 
 
Even after being ordained to the Melchizedek Priesthood, the Saints of the LDS restoration 
ultimately, collectively, rejected the fulness of the gospel and were delivered over to Satan for 
a little season (However, during the short 3 1/2 year window of time, Joseph, Sidney and a few 
others had obtained their calling and election, while the fulness of the Gospel was on the 
earth. This purified them and sealed them up to their calling and election. It enabled them to 
offer an intercessory atonement for apostate Israel just as Moses had previously done in the 
Old Testament) 
 
So... whether you think you have received the same baptism or hold the same priesthood that 
these elders had received at the time section 50 was given, or whether you believe that the 
church was rejected with their dead in Nauvoo, negating the use of those  priesthood keys to 
perform the saving ordinances, you should.. be very sober and ...pardon the French... be 
scared shitless about your ability to discern false spirits until the servants who have been 
ordained to redeem Zion return and go forth in power, with signs following those that believe, 
preaching and bestowing the fulness of the Gospel again for the last time. 
 
Significantly, even signs and wonders can be wrought by false spirits, false prophets, and false 
Christs. 
 
It was with the foreknowledge that we would be at a great disadvantage in discerning false 
spirits and  false prophets that are to introduce their followers to a  false Christ, that the Lord 



gave the following warning to those of us that would be living when the last generation begins, 
as detailed in Matthew 24-  
 

"For in those days there shall also arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch, that, if possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect, who are the elect according to the covenant. 
 
Behold, I speak these things unto you for the elect's sake; and you also shall 
hear of wars, and rumors of wars; see that ye be not troubled, for all I have told 
you must come to pass; but the end is not yet. 
 
Behold, I have told you before; 
 
Wherefore, if they shall say unto you: Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth:" 

 
I would suggest that the above passages were not spoken in parable or allegory, rather, they 
represent a prophecy. There is to be a literal time when deceived people will go forth into the 
wilderness putting their faith in a false prophet claiming to lead them to Christ 
 
There are those who would contend that a shadow fulfillment of the prophecy about following 
a false prophet into the desert to prepare to meet Christ was fulfilled shortly after the 
succession crisis- 
 

"Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD. 
 
For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see when good 
cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and 
not inhabited." (Jeremiah 16:19) 

 
Others might suggest that the literal fulfillment of the prophecy, which takes place while wars 
and rumors of wars are taking place in the last generation, is happening before our very eyes 
right now. 
 
 
Are we literally witnessing the events of the last days? 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


